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Measure C Passed!
Thanks to the efforts of library advocates like those of
you reading the HOOT, Measure C is currently passing
with an approval in excess of 82%.
As you know, Measure C was the continuation of the
parcel tax put in place years ago by Measure Q with a
cut off after 20 years. Without this renewal or
continuation, funds from that parcel tax would have
disappeared, and they make up 40% of the library’s
funding.
Because Measure C passed, we can continue to count on these services and programs:
Expanded service days and hours: three locations are now open 7 days per week and all other
branches are now open 6 days a week with increased hours.
A joint-use library in partnership with OUSD on the grounds of two elementary schools to better
serve children in the neighborhood.
An expanded Latin American Library to meet the needs of the Spanish-speaking population.
Expanded digital access, to address the digital divide, improving, and increasing the number of
computers and printers available to the public, updating needed infrastructure, as well as
beginning a program to loan wi-fi hotspots and laptops to patrons.
Increases to the library resource budget, adding more electronic and print resources in English
and other languages.
Requiring that every library have a full-time children’s librarian to increase access to students
without library services in their schools.
Creation of Storytimes for babies and toddlers to increase early literacy opportunities for children.
Hiring teen librarians and greatly expanding teen programming, such as the popular Youth Poet
Laureate program.
Thank you for your time, energy, and donations to the Measure C campaign. We couldn’t have
done it without you.
From Oakland Public Library Advocates.

Members of the Friends of Piedmont Avenue Library had some great days on Piedmont Avenue
as we urged neighbors to vote for Proposition C. The sun was shining; people were friendly and very
supportive of what we were doing. “I already did,” a lot of them said. “I haven’t yet, but I will,” “We love the
library,” several called out. Passersby in cars beeped their horns, waved, and gave us a thumbs up.
It was really gratifying to see and hear that kind of encouragement for our efforts and to see how loved,
how important, our libraries are to our neighborhood. - - - - - by Ruby Long

Notes from Our Librarians
From Remy Timbrook, Acting Manager, Piedmont Avenue Branch
No adult programs are scheduled yet. We are planning to book our first programs for August/September.
Here are some fun things to do with a library card right now:
Summer Reading Program For All Ages
Summer Reading is for adults, too! By writing
and sharing a short-written review of a library
book, movie, or CD, you can enter a raffle for
one of a number of different gift cards to local
businesses (including Piedmont Springs). Pick
up a blank review form at the library or sign up
online at https://oakland.beanstack.org/reader365.
If you're looking for something new to do this summer, try Discover & Go -- a program provided by your
library that offers free and low-cost passes for museums, science centers, zoos, theatres, and other
cultural destinations. What attractions are available? Log in with your library card and select “browse by
venue” to see what is currently available for OPL cardholders.
https://oaklandlibrary.org/museums-discover-go-passes

From Shani Boyd, Children's Librarian I
Children & Teens programing is back!
Be sure to visit the Piedmont branch at your 20 day, 30 day, 40 day, and 50 day mark in the Summer
Reading Program to collect a prize!

·

·

6/15 - Drag Queen Storytime @ 6pm

·

6/16 - Make Slime @ 1:30pm

·

6/17 - Teen: Henna Program @ 1:30pm

·

6/22 - Cunamacue (Afro-Peruvian Dancers) @ 6pm

·

6/23 - Make Buttons and more! @ 1:30pm

·

6/29 - Zany Zoe (Magician) @ 6pm

·

6/30 - Shrinkydinks @ 1:30pm

·

7/6 - Yoga Storytime @ 6pm

·

7/7 - Beading Craft @ 1:30pm

·

7/13 - Circus of Smiles @ 6pm

·

7/14 - Bubbles @ 1:30pm

·

7/15 - Teens: Let's make Tiny Art! @ 1:30pm

Painting Shoelaces
at Build. Make. Play.
Insect Discovery Lab

Story time
information for all events
https://oaklandlibrary.org

Remy Timbrook
Remy’s three-year-old daughter has a confusing time when she comes for story time at the library.
There’s her mom, reading a story, using hand puppets, and she has to sit with the other kids, not on her
mom’s lap like at home.
Remy is at Piedmont Avenue Library acting as Branch Manager for a short time, on loan from Main. She
supervises all the Branch services, organizing staff and performing all the other duties we are
accustomed to receiving from Piedmont Avenue Library staff. If you have problems with the system,
Remy and her crew will work with you to solve them.
Remy got her librarian degree from San Jose State while living in Oakland and working in San Francisco.
Her first job after graduation was at Eastmont, then Elmhurst as Children's Librarian. But when Covid
closed the libraries down, she was loaned to the county as a Disaster Services worker and learned how to
deal with earthquakes and heatwaves.
Remy’s role at Piedmont Avenue is to be a bridge to a fully staffed crew, which hopefully will happen by
Fall. A big job, indeed, but with Remy in charge, it’s in good hands. So, when you’re there, be sure to say
thanks.
By Ruby Long, a neighbor whose work has appeared in local and national publications.

Notes from the Friends of the Piedmont Avenue Library
(PAL)
The next meeting of the Friends of Piedmont Avenue Library is
Tuesday, June 21 at 6:30 pm at the library. Please join us to decide
what our next step will be to secure a permanent home for our library.
The Friends of PAL is searching for members who wish to join our
Board. To learn more about the Friends check out our website
https://www.friendsofpal.org/

Oakland's got Pride all year long
the Oakland Public Library especially likes to celebrate our
LGBTQI+ families during the month of June.
LGBTQ Family Pride Celebration
Jun 25th | 10:00am - 2:30pm
Main Library Children’s Room
To celebrate Family Pride, the library will host a special event featuring a
storytime with Drag Queen, Per Sia, plus lots of other fun activities!

The Avid Reader by Louis Segal
I’ve been an avid reader since I could read. In high school I used to
cut school to read in the Berkeley Public Library. I’m writing this
column to share some of the books I love. I hope, perhaps, you
might grow to love a few of them.
Family Album Stories [2010] by Gabriela Alemán
Translated 2022 [by Dick Cluster and Marty Ellen Fieweger, City Lights Books]
Gabriela Alemán first became noticed by the English reading world with Poso Wells. She has long been
known and celebrated by Latin American readers. In 2007 she was designated by Bogota39 as one of the
most promising, young post-Boom Latin American writers.

The opening story begins in an inn in the Galápagos Islands. The innkeeper and an old man are deep in
conversation. They talk of Alexander Selkirk and Robinson Crusoe. They talk of lost treasure. The
innkeeper teaches the old man how to scuba dive and they go off in search of their unexpected treasure.
Another story, “Summer Vacation,” also takes place on the unpopulated island Floreana. The narrator
tells us that in the early 1930s two German couples arrived on the barren island. Later an Austrian
baroness and her three lovers arrive. Floreana’s only inhabitants are neighbors but not at all neighborly.
By the mid-thirties, the baroness and her lovers one-by-one breakup and leave the island. The narrator,
with conviction if little evidence, tells us that the Germans were spies for Nazi Germany and Imperial
Japan. The visitors are gone. “School Trip” involves two lonely men in an abandoned NYC warehouse
that houses an AA meeting hall and a dilapidated laundromat. The men bicker and banter. One is the
custodian who also goes to the AA meetings, the other is an Ecuadorian doing his laundry and living in
sullen and unforgiving exile. The custodian tells of an international kids’ basketball tournament in upstate
New York in 1967. The Ecuadorian kids were the talk of the games and they battle their way to the finals
only to have the referees and a coach steal the game. The two men become friends and the Ecuadorian
feels renewed warmth for his natal land. There are other stories of John Wayne Bobbitt despairing and
raving in Argentina, of “primitive” peoples in the Ecuadorian rain forest - bombarded with bombs by the
encroaching oil companies and then bombarded with cheap trinkets by cocksure US missionaries. And
then there’s a tale of El Santo, a famous masked lucha libre wrestler, who confuses his battles in rabid
stadiums with his battles in the bedroom.
In the first story the innkeeper says “I believe a lot of things, that doesn’t mean they’re true” and the old
man talking of treasure hunters, ripostes “I just think that people assume too many things, one of which is
that someone who writes tells the truth.” The narrators often have hidden agendas. Many people, some
evil, some mysterious, wear literal and metaphorical masks. Unifying themes tie this collection together
from New York to the Galápagos, from Argentina to the Ecuadorian rain forest, from Puerto Rico to Quito.
The stories link Ecuadorian lives in exile and at home, in history and in imagination. Finally, they all can
be seen as metaphors for empire and colonization, for misogyny, for desire, refuge, flight, or rebirth.
For more on the author and this book, check out this colloquium between her and her translator Dick
Cluster. https://www.youtube.com/watch?app=desktop&v=6DJmfHXOvDQ
By Louis Segal. Louis was born in Oakland, raised his family in Oakland, dropped out of school in 1968, worked
many jobs over the decades, dropped back into school in the 80s, got a Ph.D. in history, taught as an adjunct
professor from 1993 to 2015. Retired but not withdrawn.

What's Happening at the Library
June 22 – 6:00 – 7:00 pm -- Cunamacué Afro-Peruvian
Dance
We are pleased to welcome Cunamacué to the Library for a demonstration
and a family dance lesson. Cunamacué is an arts organization based in
Oakland, dedicated to promoting Afro-Peruvian culture through its music.

Our library is open six days per week!

Monday: 10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Thursday: 10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Friday: 12 p.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Tuesday: 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.

Saturday: 10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.

Sunday Closed

Wednesday: 10 a.m. – 8 p.m.

The Friends of the Piedmont Avenue Library is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. Our tax ID is 84-4203055.
All contributions are tax deductible.

