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The librarians have created themed bundles for children and an entire Spooky Season  
Halloween book selection.

There are displays by subject, like Cooking for the Holidays, with a collection of perfect 
books.

You’ll find reviews written by patrons of the Library, posted for all to see, to help you choose 
among the books, movies, and games that you can borrow.

The library now has Bilingual Mask Craft Kits, for the children to make their own masks!

ALL THE NEWS THAT’S  

FIT TO HOOT!

www.FriendsofPAL.orgHOOTHOOT

A MESSAGE FROM

Friends of the Piedmont Avenue Library

Then and Now

When you come into our Piedmont Avenue Library these days, it looks 
the same as it has for years, with shelves for fiction, non-fiction, CDs, 
children’s, cookbooks, travel, etc. There is one new thing: over to the 
side is a station where you can check out, on your own, the book you 
are taking.

When you do that, you get a reminder receipt just like when you go to 
the counter and interact with a librarian. Called RFID for Radio Frequen-
cy Identification, this convenient and time-saving device is a harbinger 
for the future when most library services will be automated.

PAL’s librarian Leni Matthews said that, while it will not happen here 
soon, if ever, there is an even more automated procedure being used in a few 
U.S. cities. This is how she explained it: you use your computer to go online, 
browse the library collection and make your choice, entering your selection 
on your computer keypad. You receive an email confirmation, print it, and 
take it to the library. On the outside of the building, you find a chute with 
a sensor that reads what you printed, and in a few minutes the book or CD 
comes to the chute. You reach in and take out what you ordered.

Here, PAL staff will continue serving patrons as usual. These days, 
that means that everyone wears masks, in-person selection is still  

possible, and you can order something online and pick it 
up at the library.

Meanwhile, our new children’s librarian, Shani is  
devising ways to provide her services in this  
COVID-limited time.

Next month’s HOOT will include an interview with 
Shani, and we can find out what some of her plans are.

By Ruby Long, a neighbor whose work has appeared in local 
and national publications.



The Parade begins at Montell and Piedmont Ave at 11am. The 
annual Pet Costume Contest is at 12:30pm at Pet Food Express.

The Piedmont Avenue Elementary School PTA is sponsor-
ing events on the school’s playground from 11:30am to 1:30pm.

The Library’s Storytime will not take place this year but the 
Friends of PAL will have a craft table and information table 
at Key Route Plaza from 11am to 2pm. Visit us there to learn 
more about how you can support our library and to make scary 
buttons and beautiful bookmarks.

Piedmont Ave Halloween Celebration and Parade,  
Saturday, October 30

Piedmont Ave Halloween Celebration 
and Parade, Saturday, October 30

Be a Friend of PAL Measure Q Reauthorization —  
History and Background from OPL Advocates

Attend our meeting in person Tues-
day, October 19th at 6:30 pm at the 
library. Join us in these exciting 
times as we work to support our 
library.

The Friends are seeking to fill 
two volunteer positions on the 
Board - Treasurer and Social 
Media Coordinator. To learn 
more please email contact@
friendsofpal.org.

The library has three main funding sources, the General Fund (appropriated by City 
Council), and two parcel taxes, Measure Q and Measure D. Measure D was passed by 
voters in 2018 and lasts for 20 years. Measure Q is a parcel tax that was passed by Oakland 
voters to fund library services in 2004. It has a 20-year lifespan and will expire in 2024. 
Together, the two ballot measures fund a large majority of library expenditures. To main-
tain current levels of library services (keeping all library locations open and at current 
hours) a renewal of Measure Q will be necessary. Asking voters to renew the measure in 
2022 is needed to ensure ample time for a renewal vote in 2024 if a campaign in 2022 is 
unsuccessful.

Discussions about the renewal campaign have begun. It is crucial that polling be 
conducted as soon as possible to determine whether June or November 2022 would be the 
optimal timing for placing OPL’s ballot measure before voters. If polling results indicate 
June is optimal, work on the campaign must begin immediately after polling is complet-
ed. Polling will indicate whether certain voters need to be targeted, if certain messaging 
resonates more, if a certain parcel-tax amount seems more or less viable, etc.

Ways to Support the Campaign:
Members of Branch Friends groups contributed untold volunteer hours, phone banking, 
holding house parties, going door-to-door, etc. The help was enormously appreciated and 
will be needed again.

For now, library supporters can help by:
• Spreading the word about all the library has done during the last 18 months. Go to: 
www.opladvocates.org for the infographic on the home page for specific information.
• Spreading the word about the upcoming campaign to other members of your group 
as well as family, neighbors, and friends.
• Signing up for the OPL Advocates’ social media accounts and newsletter to receive 
the latest campaign news. Go to: www.opladvocates.org for links on the home page.



What’s Happening at  
the Library

Sunday Closed
Monday: 10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Tuesday: 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Wednesday: 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Thursday: 10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m.
Friday: 12 p.m. – 5:30 p.m .
Saturday: 10 a.m. – 5:30 p.m. 
Our library is open six days per week and open 
until 8 p.m. on Tuesdays and Wednesdays. The 
chairs and tables are back in use, and the com-
puter is available again, but no programs like 
Baby Cafe or Berkeley Rep Docent Talks yet.

Find out more about 
Friends of Pal at our 
website.

A Big Book Sale
The Friends of the Oakland Public Library is having its Fall 2021 book sale 
event at The Bookmark Bookstore, 721 Washington Street, from Thursday, 
October 21 thru Sunday, October 24.

Take advantage of this fantastic opportunity to discover your next great 
novel, coffee table book, biography, or how-to guide among the 17,000 books 
at The Bookmark. There is also a wide collection of LPs, DVD, and CDs and 
jigsaw puzzles.

Members of the Friends of the OPL save 50% on all purchases on Thurs-
day, October 21 -- and you can purchase a membership on that day. After that, 
all shoppers get great discounts that apply to already low prices of $3 to $6 for 
most of the books in the store:
30% off on Friday, 10/22
40% off on Saturday, 10/23
50% off on Sunday, 10/24

As always, proceeds from the sales of these high-quality, gently used books 
benefit the Oakland Public Library.

The Oakland Public Library is launching a wonderful new website. Colorful, easy to use,  
mobile friendly, just too many features to list here. Take a look at www.oaklandlibrary.org

OPL Advocates Holiday Mixer hosted by the Friends of the Oakland 
Public Librar y and the City of Oakland Library Advisory Commission, 
December 5th, is sure to be full of learning and laughter!



Colson Whitehead’s Harlem Shuffle

At times I read to educate myself; other times I read to travel to places I’ve never been 
and meet people I’ve never met. Increasingly as I enter my eighth decade I have a 
bucket list of books I want to read. This year I’ve been immersed in dense, at times 
overblown, histories about class, the environment and power. And, along with my 
dear wife and my friend Bob Wells, we’re taking on James Joyce’s Ulysses.

But consistently, despite my love of history and high literature, I need to go some-
where else, read something that has a clear narrative arc and is a real ‘page-turner.’ 
There’s pleasure in reading something that doesn’t require you to constantly repair to 
a dictionary or seek additional information on-line or go to other reference books. 
Sometimes, page-turners beat books that are perhaps more edifying usually are not 
so much fun to read.

So I threw myself, last week, into Colson Whitehead’s Harlem Shuffle. Whitehead 
is a serious writer. He’swon two Pulitzer prizes over the last few years. He says he likes 
to lighten up every other book, as a rule. After The Underground Railroad and The 
Nickel Boys both sobering and provocative works, Whitehead wrote this fast paced 
tale of a Harlem heist at the dawn of the sixties. Ray Carney is the novel’s protago-
nist and he’s a good guy with whom we can identify. He had a rocky start in life, his 
mother died when he was young and his dad, among other trades, was a stone-cold 
gangster. But Carney is upwardly mobile, owns a furniture store on 125th Street and 
among other side hustles, occasionally fences ‘found’ radios and TVs.

Freddie, Carney’s cousin and lifelong friend, cajoles him into a job that immerses 
both of them waist deep into a world of hoods, killers, crooked cops and enforcers 
and flunkies of New York City’s uptown and downtown elites. Therein lies the tale 
as our hero tries to rise up from the mean streets, take care of his family and do 
right and fear not. It’s a good tale, an easy read, and along the way it is, if you will, a 
historical ethnography. We learn a lot about Harlem’s diverse peoples, and the Hotel 
Theresa, restaurants and dive bars, streets and tenements where they live. 

Whitehead’s artistry reminds me of Tony Hillerman, Walter Mosley, James Mc-
Bride, and early Leonardo Padura, who write books that open windows on the lives 
of a lot of folks whose voices many of us have not heard. Whitehead also reminds 
me of F. Scott Fitzgerald, William Faulkner, Michael Chabon, Clancy Sigal, all skilled 
-and some great- writers who can’t resist the siren call of Hollywood. Both White-
head and Chabon’s recent books read like screen treatments, designed with an eye 
on Big Money. This seduction might be good for Hollywood but it bodes ill for the 
future of some of our important first-class imaginative novelists. Still Harlem Shuffle 
is riveting and well worth the read.

Louis was born in Oakland, raised his family in Oakland, dropped out of school in 
1968, worked many jobs over the decades, dropped back into school in the 80s, got a 
Ph.D. in history, taught as an adjunct professor from 1993 to 2015.  Retired but not 
withdrawn.

The  
Avid Reader

By  
Louis Segal

I’ve been an avid reader 

since I could read. In high 

school I used to cut school 

to read in the Berkeley 

Public Library.  I’m writing 

this column to share some 

of the books I love. I hope, 

perhaps, you might grow to 

love a few of them.

The Friends of the Piedmont Avenue Library is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit. Our tax ID is 84-4203055.
All contributions are tax deductible.


